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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
MARCH 16, 2019	


SAN MIGUEL XICO CELEBRATES OPENING OF NEW SAFE SPACE FOR YOUTH TO PLAY AND LEARN LIFE SKILLS THROUGH SPORT

love.fútbol, Pincus Family Foundation and local community revitalize ‘Parque Sur 23’

[bookmark: _Hlk2538583][bookmark: _Hlk2537792]XICO, MEXICO – Twenty-five years after the community and municipality built the ‘Parque Sur 23’ sport court in Xico, 400 residents of all ages, community leaders and international visitors gathered there today to witness and celebrate the revitalization of the site into a dynamic new safe place for young people to play, grow and learn life skills through sport. 
[bookmark: _Hlk2537954]The new Parque Sur 23 is the first project of love.fútbol, an award winning non-profit focused on community development through sports, in partnership with the Pincus Family Foundation, a charitable institution dedicated to improving the quality of life for children living in underserved populations. Together with local partner Natlik A.C. and hundreds of adult and youth community volunteers, the site was completely transformed over three months with volunteers donating nearly 1200 hours of their time. Community members contributed their talents, ideas, labor and local resources, serving as partners from step one of the process.
“This is for everyone, our children, our grandchildren. We know that it will last, it's for life,” said Brenda Meza, a Valle de Chalco native who hopes to see her 11-year-old son playing on the court again.
[bookmark: _Hlk2538819][bookmark: _GoBack]As the oldest and most populated neighborhood in Valle de Chalco, and in a region of great cultural importance, 28% of the population are children or youth. Safe public spaces are severely lacking and unemployment, reduced educational opportunities and crime are daily obstacles. Once a popular community gathering space, the court had fallen into severe disrepair due to neglect, vandalism, destabilizing geological activity and socio-economic issues. 
[bookmark: _Hlk2692907]"The Pincus Family Foundation is dedicated to the well-being of children around the world. We are excited to join with love.fútbol, the local community and Natlik as we lend our support to the revitalization of this site with the Valle de Chalco community. It is our hope that Parque Sur 23 will be a place that represents the pride of Xico as it provides a safe place for children and youth to play and grow for many years to come," said Danielle Scott, Executive Director of the Pincus Family Foundation.
[bookmark: _Hlk2954639]The project is the latest in love.fútbol’s campaign to harness the “passion and power of the world's most popular game” to drive long-term youth and community development. 

Added project volunteer, Osvaldo Olivan Torres, "A friend told me about the project and invited me to take part on it. I hope that people start to move, to practice exercises, to think differently. I believe the results will be good, because we'll have many more children practicing soccer and other sports and activities."  
[bookmark: _Hlk2953014]love.fútbol’s approach engages and mobilizes entire communities to create, reclaim and redefine their own sports spaces as lasting tools for social development. Co-Founder and CEO Drew Chafetz, stated, "We've always been inspired by the community, history and culture of Xico and are thrilled that it's the first project to kick off love.fútbol’s larger partnership with the Pincus Family Foundation – with whom we share deeply held values on youth and community-driven development. We’re grateful for the amazing team of partners that came together to make this project possible, impactful and meaningful, and look forward to returning for years to come.” 

Following two projects in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania in the U.S. later this year, the Pincus Family Foundation and love.fútbol will also be building two safe spaces in the Dominican Republic in 2020. Altogether, the partnership will result in five community sports spaces for vulnerable youth made possible by a $1,135,000 grant from the Foundation.    

PRESS CONTACTS:
love.fútbol – Larissa Brainer, lari@lovefutbol.org  
thinkBeyond – Karen Asare, karen.asare@canyouthinkbeyond.org, +1 646-854-5535

###

[bookmark: _Hlk2539117]ABOUT LOVE.FÚTBOL
[bookmark: _Hlk2954105][bookmark: _Hlk2953488][bookmark: _Hlk2954011]love.fútbol is a non-profit dedicated to a safe place to play soccer for every child. The organization engages, mobilizes and partners with communities to plan, build, manage, and redefine their own sports spaces as hubs for passion, education and development. Since 2006, love.fútbol has partnered with some of the biggest names in the sport, business and non-profit sectors to create safe sports spaces across five continents for nearly 70,000 children, youth and adults, to be active, connect, grow and learn. www.lovefutbol.org

ABOUT THE PINCUS FAMILY FOUNDATION 
The Pincus Family Foundation was formed in 2005 by Philadelphia philanthropists David and Gerry Pincus who dedicated themselves to learning first-hand about the challenges children face worldwide, and then helping to address those challenges. The Pincus Family Foundation supports organizations and programs promoting children’s health, education, safety, nutrition, recreation and the arts locally and worldwide. www.pincusfamilyfoundation.org

ABOUT NATLIK A.C.
Natlik A.C. is a non-profit Civil Association based in Valle de Chalco, Mexico, which promotes and strengthens the development of vulnerable, urban and rural communities through public spaces. It provides tools to communities to take advantage and empower themselves to work for their development. www.facebook.com/NATLIKAC

ABOUT THINKBEYOND
thinkBeyond is a purpose-driven agency that helps organizations and people that do good, do it better through sport. They are global experts in providing consultancy and strategy delivery to brands, sports, teams, leagues, rights holders, federations, talent, media and governments that want to exceed their business goals and ignite positive social change. thinkBeyond is supporting the implementation of the project in Xico.  www.canyouthinkbeyond.com 
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