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MEDIA ALERT 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

July 31, 2018

CONTACTS : 
ESPN – Daniella Canseco – daniella@casanova.mx 
thinkBeyond – Karen Asare – karen.asare@beyondsport.org
 

BUILT BY THE COMMUNITY, FOR THE COMMUNITY
ESPN AND LOCAL ORGANIZATIONS TO OPEN COMMUNITY-OWNED 
SPORTS SPACE IN CIUDAD MÉXICO, XOCHIMILCO
WHAT: This is the official opening of a multifunctional sports space in Santiaguito, Xochimilco – the second site ESPN has completed in Mexico and the seventh that ESPN has undertaken worldwide. Xochimilco was specifically selected due to the devastation resulting from the 2017 earthquake. This project, built by community volunteers and ESPN and Disney employees, is designed to provide the community with a safe place for young people to play sports and to learn life skills. The event will include local music, special cultural performances, and a ribbon cutting ceremony, followed by a showcase of the programing that will take place on the site. Soccer matches will then be open to everyone. The global project was led by ESPN in collaboration with sport for development organizations, love.fútbol, A Ganar and Street Soccer México, along with residents of the Xochimilco community.
WHO: Hosted by ESPN commentators, Miroslava Montemayor and Sergio Dipp, and joined by Russell Wolff, executive vice president and managing director, ESPN International, and Gerardo Casanova, vice president and general manager, Latin America North and ESPN Mexico. 
WHY: ESPN, love.fútbol, A Ganar and Street Soccer México have come together because they believe in the power of sports to make a difference. By mobilizing the community and ensuring quality sports programming, this space will serve as a hub for local activity and provide a safe place for young people. The new space and accompanying ongoing employment and life skills training program, delivered by Street Soccer México, aims to provide opportunities to the youth of Ciudad México by equipping them with the additional tools they need to help address some of the challenges they face. 
WHEN: 2:00 - 4:00 pm, Tuesday, August 7, 2018

WHERE: Remigio Jiménez 6, Santiaguito, 16776 Cuidad de México

MEDIA CALL: 
3:05 - 3:20 pm: Media Interviews on the opening of the multifunctional space with ESPN senior leadership and commentators 

PHOTO CALLS: 
2:20 pm: Opening remarks and cultural presentations from the local community
2:40 pm: Remarks from ESPN senior leadership
3:00 pm: Ribbon cutting ceremony
3:20 pm: Soccer matches begin

ABOUT THE ORGANIZATIONS:

ESPN Corporate Citizenship: ESPN believes that, at its very best, sports uplift the human spirit. Its corporate citizenship programs use the power of sport to positively address society’s needs through strategic community investments, cause marketing programs, collaboration with sports organizations and employee volunteerism, while also utilizing its diverse media assets. 

ESPN Latin America/Caribbean: Launched in 1989, ESPN’s pan-regional Latin America network transmits to 18 countries and territories, in high definition, divided by North, South, Brazilian and Caribbean feeds to better serve the fans in each region, broadcasting in Spanish, Portuguese and English. ESPN is currently available in over 39.5 million homes in the region. ESPN offers regional networks that include ESPN, ESPN2 (Argentina, Paraguay, Uruguay), ESPN 2 (Bolivia, Chile, Perú), ESPN 2 (Colombia, Ecuador, Venezuela), ESPN+-; - ESPN Brasil; ESPN+; ESPN Extra, and ESPN3, which was introduced in 2011 as the first ESPN network in the region available via television, computers, tablets and mobile. ESPN3 has two feeds (North and South) to better serve the region. ESPN offers a wide variety of sports events relevant to each market in Spanish-speaking Latin America, including UEFA Champions League, La Liga, English Premier League, Bundesliga, Serie A, Ligue 1, Liga MX, all major soccer leagues and events, golf, cricket, rugby, tennis, MLB, motor sports, NBA, NFL, etc.

love.fútbol: love.fútbol creates community sports fields that act as community centers and catalysts for sustainable social change. For this project, love.fútbol managed the engagement of the community, ensuring that they were involved from the outset. They oversaw the construction of the sports space itself and helped facilitate local leadership and ownership of the space. They led on identifying the community for the project and facilitated the local partnerships that enabled the entire project to happen.

A Ganar: Led by Partners of the Americas, the A Ganar Alliance combats youth unemployment in Latin America and the Caribbean using team sports. In essence, A Ganar is a youth employment program wrapped inside of a ball. At-risk youth, ages 16-24, acquire marketable job expertise by building on six core sport-based skills: teamwork, communication, discipline, respect, a focus on results, and continual self-improvement. In 7-9 months, youth learn life and vocational skills and complete internships with local businesses. They learn to bring the best values of sport and apply them to the workplace. 

[bookmark: _Hlk520123003]Street Soccer México: Street Soccer México is a non-profit organization that seeks to socially improve the lives of individuals living in marginalized communities due to distinct circumstances. Using sport as a catalyst for social change, they foster positive experiences for participants so that they can stray away from negative environments that include living on the streets, drugs, and other substance abuse; and at the same time be able to rebuild an image of dignity and respect for themselves. Their training sessions and participation in tournaments are gateways in this transformation process, where an individual can surpass living in marginalization to become an "active citizen".

thinkBeyond: thinkBeyond helps organizations and people that do good, do it better through sport. They are the global experts in providing consultancy and strategy delivery to brands, sports teams, leagues, federations, talent and governments who want to do good business and create positive social change. Having helped develop this initiative with ESPN, thinkBeyond now supports in the implementation of the project around the world.
